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Make a Gyrocopter

1. Cut out this shape.

L

2. Fold the flaps in different directions.

3. Fix a paper clip on the bottom.

Ask and Test

a. Drop the gyrocopter once. Did it spin the same way?
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Ask and Test

b. Do all gyrocopters spin the same way?

c. Which way do they spin? (Think about if you're looking from above or below.)

d. Can you explain how the gyrocopters work?

e. What happens when the wings are cut shorter?

f. How small a gyrocopter can be made?
(Blue or white tack can be used to replace the paper clip in very small gyrocopters.)

g. What happens when you add more paper clips?

h. Here is a real life scenario: If aid is to be dropped in an area where planes cannot land,
can large gyrocopters be used to replace parachutes? Use a paper clip to represent a bag
of rice. How many bags can one gyrocopter hold and not hit the ground too hard?

i. How large a gyrocopter can be made?
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